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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method executed in a computer system for monitoring a 
utilization condition of contents , wherein s^i4 compute^ system is provided on a network to 
which a user terminal is allowed to connect, sai4 user terminal carrying out information 
processing by utilizing said contents, comprising the steps of: 

equipping information gathering means on the [[a]] network with which a user torminal is 
allow e d to oonnoot, said user terminal carrying out information proc e s s ing by utilizing said 
oontonts ; 

registering authentication infonnation on a database; 

embedding digital information in said contents, said digital information causing said user 
terminal to automatically transmit a contents utilizing history indicating a utilizing condition of 
the contents to sai4 infonnation gathering means at a predetermined timing: 

distributing digital information e mboddod in said contents to said user terminal, wherein 
said user terminal includes a memory medium in which authentication information identical jo 
said registered authentication information is inchMfe^ and wherein said tenpinql is authenticated 
by Sfrj4 authentication information in the roejnory medium; 

said digital information pausing said user torminal to transmit a gathering, according to 
the digital information included in t he distributed contents, said contents utilizing history via said 
infonnation gathering means which is automatically transmitted from the user terminal: 
indicating ooid utilising condition of tho oontonto to s aid information gathering moans at a 
prodotonninod liming whil e- satd uoor terminal is oonn e ctod with oaid notwork 

recording the gathered contents utilizing history, in correspondence with said registered 
authentication information, in the database; and 
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creating utilizing information indicating how much the particular content is utilized, 
based on recorded data in foe database said oontento utilising hi s tory coll e cted through said 
information gathering means, 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) A method for monitoring a utilization q s& gt ng condition of 
contents according to claim 1 3, further comprising the step of authenticating whether said user 
terminal and said contents utilized in said user terminal are proper or not, based on registered 
history data of transaction indicating that said contents are properly transacted, and also based on 
registered user terminal identification data for authentication. 

4. (currently amended) A method for monitoring a utijfeatfcn utilizing condition of 
contents according to claim 3, wherein said authenticating step is executed on said user terminal 
to which said recording medium is loaded, by recording said user terminal identification data to 
said data recording area of the recording medium and distributing said history data of transaction 
along with said contents. 

5. (currently amended) A method for monitoring a utilization tt fiti?ing condition of 
contents according to claim 1 2, wherein said user terminal transmits said contents utilizing 
history to said information gathering means, on condition that the number of times of utilizing 
the same content by the same user exceeds a predetermined number. 
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6. (currently amended) A system for monitoring a utilization condition of contents* 
wherein said system is provided on a network to which a user terminal and a computer are 
allowed to connect and include s informa tion gathering means having a mechanism for gathering 
information from the network T said user terminal cflrrvipg qui information processing by mining 
said contents, said com puter distributing the contents to said user t*nw al flrtd comprising: 

infoimotion gathering m e ans for gathering information from o network with whioh a user 
terminal i s allowod to connect, said uaor terminal carrying out information proooGGing by 
utilising said oontom s? 

register means for registering authenticati on infor mation on a database; 

issuing mea ns for issuing authentication information identical to said registered 
authentication infor mation to a memory medium which is allowed to correct to the user 
terminal: 

embedding means for embe dding digital information in said contents, said digital 
information causing said user ter minal to automatically transmit 3 contents utijj2ing history 
indicating a utilizing condition of the contents to said information gathering means at a 
predetermine^ppipg; 

contents distributing means for distributing said contents to sai4 user terminal wherein 
said user terminal includes a me mory medium in whicfr authentication dqta identical to said 
registered authentication informati on is included, and wherein sajd user terminal is authenticated 
by said authenticati on information in the memory medium; 

digital info r mation omb e ddod in said cont e nts to caid user torminal, said -digital 
information causing said uoor terminal to transmit recording means for re ^r^in g th^ contents 
utilizing history in correspondence with t he registered authentication information, said recording 
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means gathering the coqients utilizing the contents utilizing history via the information gathering 
means on the networic, said contents utilizing history being automatically transmitted from the 
user ter m inal according to the digital information included in the distributed contents indicating 
said utilizing oondition of tho contents to said information gathering means at a predotem aaed 
timing whilo oaid user tormina] is oonnoctod with ooid notwork; and 

utilizing information creating means for creating utilizing information indicating how 
much the particular content is utilized, based on recorded dqta in the database ooid oontonts 
utilizing history collootod through said information gathering moans . 

7, (currently amended) [[A]] Ifae system for monitoring a utilization condition of 
contents according to clfon 6, wherein the user terminal comprises ootnprifiing : 

means for issuing a recording medium to a user operating a user terminal which carries 
out infonnation processing by utilizing said contents, said recording medium having a data 
recording area for recording user identification data and a nonvolatile memory area; 

infonnation gathering means for gathering infonnation from a network with which said 
user terminal is allowed to connect; 

contents distributing means for distributing digital information embedded in said contents 
to said user terminal to which said issued recording medium is loaded, said digital information 
causing said user terminal to store a contents utilizing history indicating said utilizing condition 
of the contents to said memory area, and to read said stored contents utilizing history so as to 
transmit said contents utilizing history to said information gathering means along with said user 
identification data at a predetermined timing while said user terminal is connected with said 
network; and 
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utilizing information creating means for creating utilizing information indicating how 
much the particular content is utili2ed by which user, based on said contents utilizing history and 
said user identification data collected through said information gathering means. 

8. (currently amended) [[A]] The system for monitoring ^utilization condition of 
contents according to claim 7, wherein 

said contents distributing means is so constructed as to distribute said contents after 
encrypting or compressing said contents, and 

key data for decrypting said encrypted or compressed data is recorded in a data area of 
said recording medium* 

9. (currently amendes) [[A]] The system for monitoring ^utilization condition of 
contents according to claim 7, wherein 

said contents distributing means distributes bistoiy data of transaction indicating that said 
content are properly transacted along with said contents, and 

said user terminal is so constructed so as to be allowed to utili2e only said properly 
transacted contents based on said history data of transaction. 

JO. (currently amended) [[A]] Ihe system for monitoring ^utilization condition of 
contents according to claim 7 t wherein 

pre-registered user ter minal identification data is recorded in said data recording area of 
the recording medium, and 

said user terminal is so constructed that only the proper user terminal is allowed to utilize 
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said contents by the proper user based on said user terminal identification data. 

11* (currently amended) A comput e r program for oausing a computer system 
connectable to a network with which a user terminal for executing information processing by 
utilizing contents is allowed to connect, said computer system including a computer program for 
operating said computer system to oporato as a utilizing condition monitoring system for 
monitoring utilizing condition of the contents by said user terminal, sakj computer system 
including an inform ation gathering means for gathering information from saitj network., said 
computer program causing said utilizing condition monitoring system to comprise: 
information gothoring moans for gath e ring information from said n e two f fc, 
register means for registering authentication information on a database: 
issuing mean s for issuing authentica tion infn^ry i a rion identical to said registered 
authentication inform ation to a memory medium which is allowed to connect to the user 
terminal: 

embeddjng means for embedding digit^ information in sajfl contents, said digital 
information causing said user terminal to automatically transmit a contents uriliymg friary 
indicatin g a utilizing condition of the contents to said information gathering means at a 
predetermined Timing: 

oontonto distributing means for distributing said contents to said user terminal wherein 
said user terminal inc ludes a memory medium in which authentication data identical to said 
registered authenticatio n infoimation is included, and wherein said user terminal is authenticated 
by said authentication infAypriflt ion in the memory medium; 
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digital information e mb e dd e d in said oontomo to oaid user terminal, oatd-digital 
information causing ooid wot tormina} ta transmit a yecorfoig iqeqns for r egain j> the contents 
utilizing history in correspondence with the registered authentication information, said recording 
means gathering the contents utilizing the contents utilizing h^mry via the information gathering 
means on the network, said contents utilizing history being automatically transmitted from the 
user terminal according to fhe distal iqfonpation inclu4ed in the distributed contents indicating 
said util is ing condition of tho contents to said information gathering moons at a prodotonninod 
tinung whilo said user terminal is conn e ct e d with said n e twork ; and 

TOtizmg - mfoiroation creating means for creating utilizing information indicating how 
much the particular content is utilized, based on y ecortjefl d^a jy t t fre 4a^^se said oomonts 
utilizing histcffy - c e lleGtod through said information gathering m e an s. 

12* (original) A computer-readable recording medium recording the computer program 
according to claim 1 1 . 

13. (currently amended) A comput e r program for causing - a computer system 
correctable to a network with which a user terminal is allowed to connect, said computer 
system including a computer program for operating said computer system to opomto as a 
utilizing condition monitoring system for monitoring utilizing condition of contents by said user 
terminal, said user terminal loaded with a recording medium having a data recording area for 
recording user identification data for identifying a user operating said user terminal and a 
nonvolatile memory area so as to execute information processing by utilizing the contents, said 
computer system induing an information gathering means for gathering information from said 
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network, said computer program causing said utilizing condition monitoring system to 
comprise: 

information gathering moans for gathering information from said network; 

register means for registering authentication informariop on a database; 

issuing means for issuing authentication information identical to said registered 
authentication information to a pienpry medium which is allowed to connect to the user 
terminal; 

embedding means for embedding digital information in said contents, said digital 
information causing said user terminal to automatically traijsjnjt a contents utilizing history 
indicating a ufipyin g condifton_of ihe contents to said information gathering means at a 
predetermined timing: 

oontontG distributing means for distributing said contents to said user terminal wfterein 
said user terminal includes a memory medium in which authentication cfof 3 ^entjcal to said 
registered authentication information is included, and wherein said u&ey terminal is authenticated 
by said authenticarion information in the memory medium: 

digital information embedded in said cont e nts to aaid uaoi touniiud, said digital 
information oausing said ucor tonninal to storo a recording means for recording the contents 
utilizing history it\ correspondence with the registered authentication information said reqnr^g 
means gathering the contents utilizing the contents utilising jstory vfo the information gathering 
means on the network, said contents utilizing history being automatically transmitted from the 
user terminal according to the digital information i ncluded in the distributed contents indicaiifl g 
Qtud utilising condition of th e oontenta to said memory area, and to read said stor e d oontontG 
utilizing hiotory go as to transmit said contents utilizing history to said infonnation gathering 
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means along with oaid uoer identification data at a prodotonninod timing whilo said user tcuoimal 
io coonootod with said n e twork ; and 

ut ilising information creating means for creating utilizing information indicating how 
much the particular content is utilized by which user, based on recorded dara in the database said 
oontontfi^tiliaing hist o ry and said us e r identification data ooUootod through- said information 
gathering moans . 

14. (original) A computer-readable recording medium recording the computer program 
according to claim 13. 

15. (currently amended) A recording medium readable by a user terminal which 
executes information processing by utilizing contents and is accessible io information gathering 
means equipped on a network, said recording medium comprising; 

a contents recording area in which said contents are recorded and a digital information 
recording area in which digital information associated with said contents is recorded, 

wherein said digital information is extracted from saifl contents bv said user terminal for 
recording in the digit al informat ion re^nr^j pg area and causes said user terminal to store a 
contents utilizing history indicating § utilizing condition of the contents in a given recording area 
of the recording medium, and to read said stored contents utilizing history so as io transmit 
according to said digital information said contents utilizing history to said information gathering 
means at a predetermined timing while said user terminal is connected with said network. 
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16. (original) A recording medium according to claim 15, wherein a transaction history 
data recording area for recording transaction history data indicating that said contents are 
properly transacted, is provided at a position accessible by said user terminal prior to at least said 
contents recording area, 

17. (currently amended) A recording medium detachably loaded in a user terminal 
which executes information processing by utilizing contents and is accessible to information 
gathering means equipped on a network, said recording medium comprising: 

authentication means; 

a data recording area for recording pre-registered user identification data, user terminal 
identification data for identifying the user terminal allowed to be used properly, and key data 
indispensable for utilizing said contents; 

a rewritable nonvolatile memory; and 

memory control means for causing the user terminal authenticated by said authentication 
means to store according to said key data extracted from said contents bv the user terminal, a 
contents utilizing history indicating utilizing condition of the contents to said memory area, and 
to read said stored contents utilizing history so as to transmit said contents utilizing history to 
said information gathering means along with said user identification data at a predetermined 
timing while said user terminal is connected with said network. 

IS* (new) The method for monitoring a utilization condition of contents according to 
claim I, wherein said digital information comprises data and a function for recalling a function 
of the user terminal or a function of a device connected to the user terminal. 
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19. (new) The method for monitoring a utilization condition of contents according to 
claim U wherein said user terminal transmits said contents utilizing history to said information 
gathering means, on condition that a number of times of utilizing a same content by a same user 
exceeds a predetermined number. 

20, (new) The system for monitoring a utilization condition of contents according to 
claim 6, wherein said user terminal further includes: 

a media connector mechanism for detachably connecting the memory medium in which 
authentication information identical to said registered authentication information is included; 

recording means for recording distributed contents to a local storage means, said 
distributed contents being embedded with the digital information and being distributed fiom the 
system for monitoring the utilization condition with the authentication information; 

authentication means for executing authentication by determining whether the 
authentication information recorded in the memory medium connected to the media connector 
mechanism coincides with the authentication information recorded in the local storage means; 
and 

transmitting means for transmitting the contents utilizing history when the authentication 
is valid and the memory medium is connected to the media connector mechanism, wherein said 
transmitting means reads the contents from the local storage means and, in accordance with the 
digital information, stores the utilization condition of tire contents as contents utilizing history in 
the memory medium, and transmits the stored contents utilizing history to the information 
gathering means at a predetermined timing. 
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